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This guide is designed to help you as a JGL walk your Journey Group through any 
passage of Scripture. Use this every week as you personally read the Scriptures and 
as you discuss the Scriptures with your group during your Journey Group meeting. 
 
Here’s how to begin: 
  

1. IN YOUR PERSONAL DEVOTIONAL TIME, STUDY THE SCRIPTURES FOR 
THIS WEEK 

o You can find this week’s Scriptures in the MONTH AT A GLANCE 
document. 

o Follow the 5 Steps of the Interpretive Journey outlined in this guide and 
in the Personal Bible Study Guide.  

o Use the WEEKLY EXEGETICAL KICKSTART as a resource for Step 1. 
 

2. SHARE THIS WEEK’S BIBLE PASSAGE WITH YOUR JOURNEY GROUP 
o Let them know what to expect in Journey Group this week, share this 

week’s Bible passage, and ask them to read it before group. 
o If your group wants extra study help, you may share the Personal Bible 

Study Guide and Weekly Exegetical Kickstart. 
 

3. DURING JOURNEY GROUP TIME, USE THE GROUP TIME QUESTIONS ON 
THE NEXT PAGES TO GUIDE YOUR BIBLE DISCUSSION 

 
 

ABOUT THE INTERPRETIVE JOURNEY 
 

o At Journey, we use the Interpretive Journey as our hermeneutical approach to 
Scripture (i.e., how we read, study, and interpret the Bible). This invaluable tool 
provides a practical, hands-on guide for common people and scholars alike to 
“correctly handle the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). 

 
o The Interpretive Journey is outlined in our Personal Bible Study Guide. You 

can download that resource at journeyjonesboro.com/equip. 
 

o If you would like more training in the Interpretive Journey, sign up for a 
Journey Leader Cohort on Bible Interp, read Journey Into God’s Word (Duvall 
and Hayes), or visit zondervanacademic.com and search “Grasping God’s 
Word.”  
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GROUP TIME QUESTIONS 
 
Sample Intro: 
“Tonight we will be walking through 1 Corinthians 3:1-15 together. If you haven’t read 
this passage before, no worries. Together we will walk through 5 STEPS to help us 
understand what it means.” Then begin with prayer and reading the Scripture 
passage in its entirety before digging into the questions below. 
 
 

STEP 1: GRASP THE TEXT IN “THEIR” TOWN 
 
CAREFUL OBSERVATIONS // 

o As we read this passage, what sticks out to you?  
 
HISTORICAL-CULTURAL CONTEXT // 

o If you were living in the time this was first written, in the place where the 
original readers (or listeners) lived, what would have been your reaction? 
 

LITERARY CONTEXT // 
Choose one: 

o How do the paragraphs before and after this passage help put it in 
perspective? 

o How do you think this fits in the “big picture” of the book of the Bible as a 
whole? 

o How does knowing the literary genre of this book help us understand its 
message? 

 
WORD STUDIES // 

o What key words jump out to you in this passage, and what would these words 
have meant to the first readers/hearers? 

 
WRAPPING UP STEP ONE:  
WHAT DID THE TEXT MEAN TO THE ORIGINAL AUDIENCE? 

o If you were to travel in a time machine to “their town” and speak to the original 
audience yourself, how would you summarize this message?  
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STEP 2: MEASURE THE WIDTH OF THE RIVER TO CROSS. 

 
What are the differences between the original audience and us? 

o How is our culture different? How is our situation different? 
 
What are some ways our lives are the same as theirs? 
 

 

 

STEP 3: CROSS THE PRINCIPLIZING BRIDGE. 

What are the main timeless truths that we read in this passage, which apply both to 
the original audience AND to us today? 
 

o Does this passage tell us anything about…  
o WHO GOD IS? 
o WHAT GOD HAS DONE? 
o WHO WE ARE? 
o WHAT WE ARE TO DO? 

 
 
 
 
STEP 4: CONSULT THE BIBLICAL MAP 
 
Choose one: 

o What do we know about what the rest of the Bible says about these things?  
o How do these timeless truths fit in the overall story of the Bible—Creation, Fall, 

Redemption, Restoration?  
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STEP 5: GRASP THE TEXT IN “OUR” TOWN 
 
This is the step we’ve been waiting and working for. Spend the most group time on 
this discussion question. 
 

o What would it look like for a person today to live out these principles? 
 

o Can you think of a specific time when this timeless truth was evident in your 
life? What happened?  

 
o Looking back at your life thus far, are there decisions that you made that you 

would have made differently in light of these principles? 
 

o Can you think of a situation in your life right now where this timeless truth 
could come to bear? 

 
o What would it look like if we, as a group of friends, decided to live this out 

TOGETHER, in community with one another, this week and beyond? 
 
 
“Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” (James 
1.22). 
 
Close with prayer and fellowship.  
 
 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the 

many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued 
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 

and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being saved. 
— Acts 2:42-45 


